
WORSHIPPING COMMISSION 
2016 ANNUAL REPORT 

 
The Worshipping Commission provides support to our Pastor(s) for all areas in the worship life 
of the congregation. Commission members include: Becky Ball, Dixon Brandt, Lorraine Huynh, 
Merry Ann Hansen, Interim Pastor Norma and Vicki Quraishi. We would welcome additional 
members to serve on this Commission. 
 
Worship Services - Throughout 2016 we celebrated during three unique worship services each 
Sunday, and with special services during Lent and Advent. We were especially blessed by our 
children’s choir, singing at the family Christmas Eve service at 7PM, which included Holy 
Communion, a presentation of the Christmas story, by Pastor Larry and the youth, the prelude 
by the Bell choir, as well as other offerings by youth soloists and adult ensembles. They all did a 
splendid job and we appreciated it very much. At the late service at 9PM, Holy Communion was 
offered, and we enjoyed multiple offerings from ensembles and individuals, a prelude by the 
Bell choir, as well as several special anthems from the Chancel choir. Our organist, Joy Fournier, 
dedicated a beautiful gift to the congregation, Handel’s “Hallelujah Chorus” at both services.  
The Christmas cantata, “Snow Lay on the Ground” was presented on Sunday, December 18th at 
11:15 worship. All services were very well attended and the extraordinary labors of our Music 
Director, Slade Trammel and our accompanist, Sandi Henry, were gratefully acknowledged by 
those in attendance. 
 
Coordinators for specified responsibilities are: Lorraine Huynh – Altar Guild and Nursery; 
Ruth Smiley/Vickie Kitts – Flower Guild; Merry Ann Hansen – Worship Leaders, Children’s 
sermon and Acolytes  for Contemporary worship; Betty Shattuck – Greeters for Contemporary 
worship and 11:15; Katherine Smith – Ushers; Barbara Sparks/Gloria Caton – Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, and Vicki Quraishi – Bread of Life Ministry. 
 
Altar Guild – Our numbers on the Guild continue to decline. When I first joined Grace in 1994, we were 
blessed with six Altar Guild Teams with four persons on each team. These women readied the altar for 
one or two services (depending on the time of year) and prepared communion about twice each month. 
We now have three services and offer communion at a minimum of two services every Sunday 
morning, with only twelve members. Please be aware that this is not a gender- or age-specific role in 
the church. We would welcome several families and individuals to agree to serve a month each year. So, 
if you’re a single or part of a larger family unit, we’d love to include you in this service opportunity at 
Grace. Holy Communion is such a wonderful part of our worship experience. Please contact Lorraine 
Huynh and offer to spend an hour or two a week in this ministry. 
 
Bread of Life Ministry - This is a special ministry of Communion to people who are unable to attend 
church for various reasons. In 2016 Sigrid Ludemann, Dore Busch, Olaf Storaasli, Sammie and Selma 
Harris, Sharon Riley and Chuck Thompson visited individuals in their homes. Do you have a couple of 
spare hours a month to visit members and give Communion? Training and joint work is provided. 
Please contact Vicki Quraishi. 



Decorating for Advent and Christmas – The Worshipping Commission with help from Stephen Johnson, 
Betty Ann Domm, Becky and Syd Ball, Dixon Brandt, Donna Gurecki, Ingrid Joy and several others 
decorated the sanctuary, including the Chrismon tree. Other interior and exterior decorations - wreaths, 
a tree in Fellowship Hall, etc., were done on the traditional Advent Gathering Saturday. After the last 
Sunday of Christmas, all decorations were taken down, packed up and taken to storage places within the 
church for next year. All at Grace are welcome to help with these special decorating occasions. 
 
Flowers for Easter and Christmas Eve – Potted Easter lilies and other spring flowers were donated by 
members and others in honor of, or in memory of someone, and placed around the altar. Poinsettia 
plants were ordered and placed in the same manner, for Christmas Eve. Thanks to all who provide these 
beautiful reminders of God’s love and faithfulness in all seasons and circumstances of our lives, and to 
Christy Gipson for ordering them! 
 

Flower Guild –A special ministry that provides altar flower arrangements for Sunday services in 
the sanctuary and the fellowship hall. Also, upon request, the Flower Guild arranges flowers for 
memorial services and other special occasions at the church. Flowers are usually purchased; 
occasionally, flowers are given by church members from their own gardens. Members also tend 
to the potted plants located in the front vestibule, near entrances, and in room 101. 
Dore Busch, Vickie Kitts, Jeniffer Navarro, Alicia Rudat, Noemi Vila, Colleen Ussery, and Ruth 
Smiley have served on the Flower Guild in 2016. Dore Busch takes care of the sign-up calendar 
for member donations of flowers in memory or in honor of someone.  Our members include 
those who have special training in flower arranging, as well as those who wish to develop their 
creative skills. New members are welcomed, and they will be given special training as needed. 
To more adequately cover the cost of purchased flowers, the Worshipping Commission approved an 
increase in member donations for each Sunday from $22 to $25 effective in January 2017. 

 
The Flower Guild has plans underway for a Flower Festival on May 6-7, 2017. This will be part 
of the church’s celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. The theme of the 
Festival is “For the Beauty of the Earth,” based upon the hymn by that name. The public is 
invited to this event that will include floral decorations in the sanctuary and at each church 
entrance, a flower show by Arissa Garden Club, a plant exchange, a Saturday afternoon tea, a 
Sunday afternoon music program, and more. 
 
Nursery - 2016 was a busy year for your nursery workers, Catherine Heacock and Lorraine Huynh. Not 
only were they here on Sunday mornings, but also for midweek Lenten and Advent services; both 
Christmas Eve services, Chancel Choir rehearsals, Mental Health events and many funerals.  In addition 
to Catherine and Lorraine, Kelci Duncan and Rachel Johnson provided childcare and homework help for 
the evening ESOL classes Do you enjoy young children and value time spent sharing your love with 
them? Give Lorraine a call to see how you can contribute to our nursery care for Sundays, or at other 
times during the week. 
 
Prayer Shawl Ministry – Over many years, prayerful and faithful knitters have generously made and 
donated prayer shawls for individuals who are facing difficult times. These prayer shawls have been 
given with their love and good wishes that the silent message of God’s grace, woven into the fabric of 
the shawls, brings the warmth of God’s peace and joy; the strength and comfort of Jesus and the calm 
and stillness of the Holy Spirit to the individuals to whom they were donated. 17 shawls were stitched 



with prayers by 7 different persons in 2016 and were donated to 11 individuals in need of this loving 
assurance of God’s healing Grace. Blessings be upon each person who created and who received these 
offerings. Are you a knitter? Come join us! Contact either Barbara Sparks or Gloria Caton. 
 
Appreciation – The responsibilities of the Worshipping Commission require participation by numerous 
church members, and we thank each and every one who has helped make our worship experience so 
meaningful at Grace! We are truly blessed to have our dedicated staff: Interim Pastors Norma Johnson 
and Larry Richardson, Victoria Medaglia, Kim Lorenz, Slade Trammell, Joy Fournier, Catherine Heacock 
and Lorraine Huynh and our dedicated volunteers. We express our appreciation to them! 
 
Submitted by Vicki Quraishi 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


