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“KNITTERS OF LOVE” 

  Over a year ago, Alicia got the idea of forming 
knitting groups in churches. She has been knit-
ting since she was a little girl. That idea came 
to fruition several months ago, when she was 
able to form two groups, one at our own 
congregation, the Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd, and the other at Sion Methodist 
Church, where David’s former student Víctor 
Ochoa is pastor. She named the project 
“Tejedoras de Amor” (Knitters of Love). 

  Some of the women who participate are just 
learning to knit, while others already know how. 
They meet every 2 or 3 weeks to knit together 
while they reflect on a Bible passage and pray 
for those who will receive what they knit. Then 
they continue to work at home. At Good Shep-
herd, the group is making 12” squares that can 
be joined together to make baby blankets, 
which will be given to victims of the September 
earthquakes who have small children. 

 

  In November, the group at Sion brought 
together 80 scarves that they had knitted (see 
below). They were donated to a center for 
refugees from Central America, Africa, and Asia, 
who are waiting for Mexican work visas. Most of 
them did not come with clothing suited for the 
cold winter season here. One of the ELCA Young 
Adults in Global Mission, Blake, works there.  

 

People have donated many basic food items, 
blankets, and clothes which students, staff, and 
professors have taken to the communities 

2017 FAMILY NEWS 

  As a family, we are grateful to God once more 
this year for the many blessings we have 
received. The high point of the year was 
Elizabeth’s receiving her PhD in Statistics 
Education from the University of Minnesota. We 
were all able to be together in May for the 
graduation ceremony (photo). She will continue 
teaching at the U of M, which she has been 
doing for two and a half years. Her husband 
Matt continues to work as a mechanical engineer 
at a laser systems manufacturer. The rest of us 
were able to stay for the first time at the home 
they bought in Minneapolis in March of 2016.  

  Monica continues to live in the Netherlands in 
Amsterdam, where she is a coordinator at an 
international NGO that works for a variety of 
social issues for young people. This past year she 
got a promotion and a nice raise in her salary! 

 

  In addition to her knitting project, Alicia began 
teaching English at the Theological Community 
of Mexico (CTM), where David has been 
professor since 1996. Both she and her students 
enjoyed it a great deal, and she will continue 
teaching English there in January. David teaches 
two courses per semester at the CTM and 
Augsburg Lutheran Seminary, one of the schools 
that makes up the CTM. In addition, he just 
finished his sixth year as coordinator of the 
Seminary’s online program, which serves 
students from Mexico, all of Latin America, the 
U.S., and Spain. 

  The thesis I have prepared reflect my most 
fundamental convictions regarding the gospel, 
my understanding of what it means to be 
Lutheran, and my views on a number of the 
issues that as Christians we need to address. 
Above all, they express one of my central 
concerns as a Lutheran theologian: that we 
distance ourselves from views of God and 
Christianity that we find oppressive, and that 
we proclaim the gospel in terms that people can 
readily understand. 
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