
We celebrated our 71st anniversary in 2017, celebrated 
the 500th year of Reformation and called a new pastor. 

Here are some of our 2017 highlights by month: 

January: We began discussions about changes to the Sun-
day Service Schedule, plus 17 new members joined Grace. 

February: The Youth Choir was revived under the direction 
of Noel Puchel. 

March: Non-Traditional Lenten Services held, featuring fic-
tional Luther characters played by our confirmation students, 
each one emphasizing a different aspect of Luther’s Small 
Catechism.  

April: Easter services and  the Call Committee completed 
the Ministry Site Profile, which is part of the process to call a 
new pastor. 

May: First Flower Festival at Grace is held and Grace Writ-
ers publish their first anthology, In God’s Hand. Five youth 
are confirmed. 

June: Two Sunday services implemented. Vacation Bible 
School held. ESOL adds Chinese class. 

July:  We received $7,000 from the Deaconess Community 
of the ELCA to support our childcare program for some of 
our ESOL classes. Our Seminarian Partners, Ashton and 

Jennifer Roberts, visit. Our Mental Health Ministry held suicide prevention training.  

August: Youth Choir provided music to the residents at Canterfield Oak Ridge. Grace 
Writers held a reading at the Kingston City Library, reading from their anthology In 
God’s Hand, and attended a literacy event held in Jackson Square . 

September: The Domms were surprised by their kids with a 50th Anniversary cele-
bration after services. We hosted a Katie Luther Tea. 

October: Sixteenth Pet Fest held; we celebrated the 500th anniversary of the Refor-
mation. 
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New Year , Continued on Page 24 

New Year, New Pastor, Looking  
Forward but First a Look Back 

I N S I D E  T H I S  
I S S U E :  

 

N O T E S  2  

A R T .  I N  
LUTHERAN  2  

P A S T O R ’ S   

P A G E  3  

T R I B U T E  T O  
P A S T O R S        4 - 5  

N E W  M A N  6  

M U S I N G S  7  

L L  S U B S  7  

M E N ’ S   

C O R N E R  8  

B A B Y  L A N E  8  

A N G E L  T R E E  
G I F T S  9  

M E N T A L  
H E A L T H  9  

B I R T H D A Y S  9  

C H R I S T M A S  E V E  
S E R V I C E S    1 0 - 1 3  

L I T T L E  F R E E   

L I B   1 4  

E S O L / O L S E  1 4  

C A R O L I N G  1 5  

W H A T  M A K E S   

 G R A C E  G R E A T  
 1 6  

K N E E L E R S  1 7  

G R A C E ’ S  F A C E S
 1 8  

G R A C E  W R I T E R S
 2 0  

H A P P E N I N G S  2 1  

A L P H A  2 2  

P E T  F E S T  2 3  

D I N N E R  2 3  

 

 

 

Bernard Wise 

Alfred Kennard 

Nels Bergstrom 

Robert Sala 

James Crumley 

Harry Lorenz 

Frank Vavrin* 

Howard Palm* 

Edward Benoway 

Stephen Damos 

Larry  

Richardson* 

Norma Johnson* 

H. Lawrence 
Boudon 
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               NOTES from  

                                      Slade  
        Trammel  

The great Sergei Rachmaninoff once said, 
“Music is more than enough for one lifetime, 
but one lifetime is not nearly enough for mu-
sic.”  
 
It would be difficult not to think of that quote 
while reflecting on the abundance of music in 
our church last month. Grace is blessed to 
have so many musical members, and equal-
ly blessed for the support that constantly 
pours in from all corners of the congregation.  

Grace is Truly Blessed with Musical Members! 

 
Thank you all for your interest in, and commit-
ment to, a strong musical program. None of it 
is possible without you. 
 
There is no greater time than now to get in-
volved in one of our many musical activities 
should you wish to test the waters. As always, 
we are open to all! Wishing everyone a joyous 
and productive 2018.  

The January Living Lutheran features a story about Dean Oen written by yours truly. 

I’m very honored to have written about this remarkable man and his generosity. We 

are mentioned on the cover (see circle on photo), on the table-of-contents page and 

have a two-page spread on Page 38-39. They used three photos. Thanks to every-

one who mentioned the article to me! 
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If Thanksgiving is be-
coming the forgotten 
national holiday, 
Epiphany might hold 
that dubious honor in 
the Christian church.  
 

As January begins, we 
hear the story about 
the Holy Family’s flight 
to Egypt in order to 
avoid what has been 
called the “Slaughter of 
the Innocents:” King 
Herod’s failed attempt 
to kill the infant Jesus. 
The gospel reading for 

that Sunday begins: “Now after they had left…” 
The “they” is the three wise men, astrologers or 
magi, depending on how one translates the 
Greek.  

 

In Matthew’s account of Jesus’ birth, three men 
came from “the East” in search of a child who 
had been born “king of the Jews.” They were fol-
lowing a star that led them first to Jerusalem and 
then to Bethlehem, where they found Jesus and 
his mother Mary. According to Matthew’s gospel, 
“they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
opening their treasure chests, they offered him 
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.” It is this 
event that is celebrated on January 6, known as 
Epiphany or Little Christmas. But because it 
rarely falls on a Sunday, the story is skipped in 
the weekly lectionary, leaving us wondering if we 
missed something come January 7, when we 
hear about Jesus’ baptism. 

 

Epiphany, therefore, gets completely neglected 
by the church, save for the occasional joint ser-
vice held by some conferences in the ELCA. 
Even then, attendance at these services is usu-
ally poor. It is unfortunate that Epiphany gets 
passed over, as the story of the three magi and 
their generous gifts is what gave rise to our near-
ly universal celebration of Christmas by means 
of gift giving. Moreover, January 6 is the twelfth 
and final day of Christmas as a season in the 
church calendar, without which we scarcely 
could understand the origin and meaning of the 
song “The Twelve Days of Christmas.” Adding to 

Pastor Larry Boudon’s Page 

Epiphany ‘Passed Over’ but Should ‘Reinforce’ Jesus’ Story 

the confusion is the fact that the Sundays that 
follow are known as the First, Second, Third, 
etc. Sunday after Epiphany.  

 

Finally, Epiphany marks the day after which 
many, if not most, Christians remove their holi-
day decorations, including the tree. The Christ-
mas season, then, feels unfinished or incom-
plete because of our failure to observe Epipha-
ny. 

 

The story of Epiphany appears only in Mat-
thew’s gospel and is consistent with the au-
thor’s repeated efforts to tie Jesus to the Jewish 
prophecies about the Messiah. Indeed, the ma-
gi (possibly astrologers from Persia), were fa-
miliar with the prophecies and reminded King 
Herod of one of them: “And you, Bethlehem, in 
the land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall 
come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Is-
rael” (Matthew 2:6).  

 

The main characters are the magi and King 
Herod. Jesus and Mary are mentioned but nei-
ther say nor do anything, and Joseph is absent. 
The star that guides the magi to Jesus has no 
historical explanation but perhaps is based up-
on a prophecy in Numbers. Once the magi 
found Jesus and his mother, they worshipped 
him and presented him with gifts, all of which 
can be associated with royalty. Gold is fairly 
obvious, due to its value. Frankincense is a 
type of incense still used in Roman Catholic 
and some Episcopal and Lutheran churches. 
Myrrh also was a fragrant substance that often 
was used in anointing oils. Since Jesus was 
said to be “The Anointed One,” or Christ, it was 
only fitting that he should receive myrrh as a 
gift.  

 
The entire story is meant to reinforce the fact 
that Jesus is, indeed, the long-awaited Messi-
ah, one who will eventually bring salvation to 
the entire world. The story is an integral part of 
the overall Christmas narrative and should be 
heard during the Christmas season. But since 
Epiphany is not celebrated in the ELCA, we 
shall have to content ourselves with hearing it 
in January 2019, when January 6 will fall on a 
Sunday. 

 



Continued on  Page 5 

Our congregation said farewell to Pastor Norma and Pastor Larry, 

Sunday, December 31, immediately after the 10 o’clock service, with a 

brunch and tokens of our appreciation for their interim ministry. 

They were each presented with beautiful wooden crosses, designed and 

cut by Neal Vaughn and personalized with a name plate lauding their 

service to Grace. Dozens of members attended the 10 a.m. service of 

Lessons and Carols, then stayed for a brunch in honor of the pastors. 

Goodbye to Interims 

Pastor Larry and Pastor Norma Thanked  

with Send-off Brunch and Special Gifts 
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Continued from Page 4 
At left, Pastor Larry and Pastor Norma 

sign the official congregational record end-

ing their ministry at Grace during the 10 

a.m. service, Sunday, Dec. 31. Below, 

First Harmony learns about “Christmas 

Love.” Bottom photo, New Creation sings 

“Christmas Alleluia” and “Mary’s Boy 

Child.” Pictured left bottom, Neal Vaughn 

with a cross similar to the ones he made 

for Pastors Larry and Norma, holding his 

“Best of Show” Ribbon that the cross won 

at the Anderson County Fair back in the 

summer. 

All photos on 

Pages 4 and 5 

are by Stan 

Long, except the 

photo of Neal 

with his “Best of 

Show” ribbon. It 

is by Pat Hope. 
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Below is a copy of “500 Years,” which we sang at 
the Martin Luther 500th Anniversary Tribute Din-
ner. 
 

Thanks! 
John Gunning 

500 Years 
Lyrics by John Gunning 
(With apologies to Hedy West, sung to the tune of 
“500 miles” made famous by Peter, Paul, and 
Mary, the 1960s folk group.) 

If you miss the church I'm in 
You will know that I’m Lutheran 
You can feel the theses ring five hundred years 

Reformation Tribute Shared with Grace 
Five hundred years, five hundred years, 
Five hundred years, five hundred years 
You can feel the theses ring five hundred years 

Lord, it’s one, Lord, it’s two, 
Lord, it’s three, Lord, it’s four 
Lord, it’s five hundred years since Martin’s theses 

Away from Worms, away from Worms, 
Away from Worms, away from Worms 
Lord, we’re five hundred years from Wittenburg 

Not an indulgence in my sack 
Not a penny to my Pope 
Lord, I’ll go back home by faith alone 

By faith alone, by faith alone, 

 

 

There’s a New Man in Town  
 
Pastor Larry Boudon will arrive Thursday, January 5, and will preach on January 7. Pastor Larry will be 
installed Saturday, February 3, at 3:00 p.m. followed by a reception to welcome him and his family. 
Laura and Lucas will be here for the Installation on Feb. 3, which also happens to be his birthday. Pastor Lar-
ry, Laura, and Lucas are pictured below  surrounded by the Call Committee, Church Council and family mem-
bers at a dinner hosted by Terry and Betty Ann Domm during the Boudons’ first visit to Oak Ridge. 

Photo by Pat Hope 

See Reformation Tribute, Page 22 
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He Was Born in a Stable 

 
Our Advent vespers services in December included a litany in which the response of 
the congregation was "He was born in a stable."  The words of the litany were re-
minders of the conditions that were not only the setting for the birth of Christ, but the 
kinds of conditions in our world that need divine attention. The response "He was 
born in a stable" was further punctuated for me upon seeing a bumper sticker on a 
pickup truck parked near the church that read "I was BORN an American."  What an 
interesting contrast! 
 
We are living in a social and political climate in which immigrants and refugees are 
no longer officially welcome, where they are portrayed as a threat to our safety and 
economic well-being. They stand accused of stealing our jobs and abusing safety 
nets that are intended to help our own homeless, jobless and impoverished. The 
facts from many studies over many years notwithstanding about the benefits to our 
society from immigrants and refugees are ignored in favor of popular misconceptions 
and false claims. In the Old Testament from the books of Moses through the prophets the message is clear: 
God's people are to welcome the strangers among them, treating them as one of their own kin. 
 
The Scripture lessons each Sunday during Advent include many selections from the Old Testament proph-
ets about the coming Messiah, His mission and rule. He will make all things right; He will rule with justice 
and equity; He will bind up the broken-hearted; He will open the eyes of the blind; He will set the prisoner 
free. 
 
So if we dare take a walk behind the inn to see the stable, are we prepared to lay aside the commercial use 
of the manger, sheep, shepherds, wise men, Mary and Joseph to return to the litany that acknowledges the 
"messy world" into which the Christ child came, the world in which we live, and to understand the spiritual 
and moral significance behind "He was born in a stable."   Dare we look hard at this God who took on hu-
man form in order to bring each of us back into a right relationship with Him and to make it possible for us to 
welcome the immigrant and refugee just as much as we welcome the Christ child? 
 
Grace Lutheran Church has been welcoming of immigrants and refugees. But we live in times in which 
more attention is being given in our country to turning these groups of people away. Many of the same peo-
ple who are vocal about Right to Life appear willing to support the breakup of families at the border. Hopes 
of sponsoring refugees are having to be put on hold. What do we do in the meantime?  We can pray for 
guidance. We can be advocates by expressing our convictions and challenging false claims to our elected 
representatives and letters to the editor in the various local newspapers and on social media. We do not 
need to be silent. We can insist on honesty and truth in our debates. Often the hard part of all this is to do 
what we do in a spirit of humility and love, never forgetting that He was born in a stable. 

Musings  

by 

John Munro 

Living Lutheran Subscriptions 
 
The Proclaiming Commission is currently providing Living Lutheran subscriptions to interested members of the congre-
gation. It is a wonderful source of spiritual inspiration and practical ideas for congregations as well as news of what's 
happening in our sister congregations around the country and with our missions in other parts of the world. And we've 
been getting articles about Grace into it (see the January 2018 issue for Pat Hope's article on Dean Oen's jelly ministry 
and related story on Page 2 of this Light). However, due to budget constraints, we can no longer provide it, especially 
as Living Lutheran is available free online at LivingLutheran.org.  
 
We can make Living Lutheran available at the group rate of $8.95 rather than the individual rate of $19.95/year if you 
are willing to reimburse the church for it. You'll find bulletin inserts in the announcements on upcoming January Sun-
days so you can indicate your intent with regard to your subscription. Please let us know ASAP! To continue your sub-
scription, (or start a new one) please remit $8.95 to the church with a note on the memo line of your check that it is 
for Living Lutheran. This is for the year 2018-2019. If you have not previously subscribed, please be sure also to give 
your mailing address. 



T  H  E      L  I  G  H  T  

Next Men’s 

Breakfast 

1/13 

The Men’s Corner… by Phil Stumbo 
The Men's Group met on Saturday, 
December 9. Our speaker was 
John Gunning who told us about 
"Nuclear Fishin on America's Great 
Loop" which is the 6,000 mile jour-
ney by water around the Eastern 
half of the United States, which 
was fascinating. "Nuclear Fishin" is 
the name of John's boat. He 
showed pictures and described 
many of the scenic stops along the 
way from restaurants, marinas, 
museums and locks and canals 
many of which are part of Ameri-
can history. Great job John! Also, 
we had a great breakfast prepared 
by Dean Oen and Mike Lorenz. 
Dean made his famous pancakes 
with chokecherry syrup. Mike as-
sisted and made sausage. I provid-
ed the fruit. Thanks guys!  

The next Men's Group meeting will 
be on Saturday, January 13. Coffee 
will be ready by 7:30 a.m. with 
breakfast at 8 a.m. Our speaker will 
be Stan Long. His program will be 
a slideshow entitled "For the Beau-
ty of the Earth" which is a collection 
of photos of flowers, landscapes 
and animals. It contains photos 
contributed by members of the con-
gregation in addition to a collection 
of his own. It was viewed by a few 
people at the Flower Festival last 
May and received favorable com-
ments. All men of Grace are invited 
to attend. We look forward to hav-
ing you join us. If you have any 
questions, please contact Phil 
Stumbo at 482-3048. 
or pstumbo@comcast.net.  
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James and Beverly Bauman proudly announce 

the birth of their granddaughter, Cora Paige 

Lane. Her parents are Lauren and Peter Lane. 

Cora was born at St. Thomas Hospital Nashville, 

at high noon, Nov. 30. She weighed 6 lbs. 8 oz. 

and was 15 inches long.  

Photos Submitted 

mailto:pstumbo@comcast.net


We handed out Christmas boxes and gifts from our Angel Tree on Saturday, December 17. 
It was a beautiful day. One lady was so excited to get her food boxes that she arrived at 
8:00 a.m.!  We started at 9:45 a.m. and were finished by about 1:35 p.m. All went very 
smoothly. The families were very grateful to get the items, and they were thrilled with the 
adorable hats made by ladies of the church, too!  Many spent quite a while selecting the 
ones that they wanted. 
 
Two brought in cards for us. The first read, "To whom it may concern, My family and I would 
like to thank you for making our Christmas bright!  So THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH FOR 
ALL YOU'VE DONE!  And may your Christmas be wonderful and full of love!  GOD 
BLESS"  (I am omitting the signature for privacy concerns.)  The second one was a printed 
card that read, "Remembering you this Christmas and praying your celebration brings a 
heart full of  joy as you remember God's amazing love shown through His Son, Je-

sus."  Then, the recipient wrote, "Merry Christmas & God Bless You All"  (Again, I'm omitting the signature.) 
 
We had a good day. Special recognition to Phil Stumbo and Janie Hiserote, Paula Pope, Angelique and David 
Bafford, Sarah and Kara Bafford, Mark and Hannah Mustaffa and Hannah's friend, April and Quinten Fritts and 
Quinten's friend, Chris Parton, Ingrid Busch and Ken Joy, Stan Wiles, Ken Altes, Chuck Thompson, Christy Gip-
son and Dave Robinson, George and Katherine Smith. These folks participated in the packing and distributing of 
the boxes, loading the cars, giving out the gifts, and delivering when needed.  
 
Special mention to Ingrid Busch for making the angel tree tags and for shopping for the angels not selected by 
others. Another special mention to Ingrid and Marvel, Lisa, and Lindsey Burtis for wrapping all the gifts pur-
chased in the shopping efforts. We are pleased to work with a couple of excellent social workers through Family 
Resources of the Oak Ridge school system and through Ridgeview. They provide us with the names of deserv-
ing families, and the members of Grace do the rest to brighten the holidays for the families. 
 
We couldn't do this without the assistance and cooperation of so many people. Many thanks to all who pur-
chased gifts for the angel tree, donated money to the Holiday Basket fund or to the angel tree, brought in items 
for the Christmas stars (nursing home patients), assisted with packing the boxes, bringing the gifts down to the 
clients, loading the cars, and/or delivering some of the items to the homes of the clients. This is such a rewarding 
ministry, and I'm so proud that our church does so much for others in this wonderful way.   
 

Best, 
Katherine Smith 

January Birthdays 

Priscilla Lingle                      01/05 
Holly Niehaus                       01/05 
Shenodoah Weber  01/07 
Crista Duncan                       01/08 
David Joy                  01/08 
Corrine Sparks                     01/10 
Rachel Lorenz                      01/12 
Diane White               01/15 
Edward Bailey                     01/15 
Donna Gurecki  01/21 
Christy Gipson                      01/22 
Vicky Marrow                         01/27 
Phil Stumbo              01/29 
Barbara Walker`                     01/31 
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Angel Tree Gifts/Christmas Boxes Make Holidays ‘Brighter’ 

How Can we Better Love People 
with Mental Health Conditions? 
This presentation will explore the barriers, both personal and 
societal, that get in the way of caring for loved ones, homeless 
persons, and prisoners with mental health conditions. We will 
appreciate the enrichment of our lives by people with mental 
illnesses. Resources to address needs will be discussed, par-
ticularly family support and treatment information. 

The facilitator is Diane Weaver, a Grace member, who was 
previously an educational consultant for the National Alliance 
on Mental Illness (NAMI) North Carolina, Chair of NC Protec-
tion and Advocacy for Persons with Mental Illness, teacher for 
NAMI Family-to-Family, and advocate for families of children 
and adolescents with mental health conditions. Please join 
us on Saturday, February 10, 1 p.m. 
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Photos by Stan Long 

See more photos on Pages 11-13 

Christmas Eve  

Family Service 

Photos clockwise from 

top: Bella Bauman 

singing with the youth 

choir, Paul Gurecki, 

and Diane Weaver, all 

part of the special mu-

sic prelude. 
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Ringspiration 

members playing 

bells during prel-

udes of the 

Christmas Eve 

Services. From 

left, David and 

Dan Joy, Angel-

ique Bafford; Ju-

dy Joy, Ron 

Goans, Linda 

Long, David Joy; 

Paula Pope, Sa-

rah Bafford, and 

Steve Johnson. 

Bells, Bells, 

and more 

Bells, rang 

out at both 

Christmas 

Eve Services 

Photos by Stan Long 

See more photos on Pages 12-13 



Late Christmas Eve Service 

Special Music 

Clockwise, special prelude 

music at the 9 p.m. candle-

light service: Colette Bou-

dreaux sings “Rejoice 

Greatly,” from Messiah; 

Derek Elam, Jacob Elam 

and Karla Hollenbach sing 

“I Wonder as I Wander;” 

Barbara Sparks on flute 

and Susan Gunning on 

violin play “Christmas 

Concerto, Op.6, No.8 Ada-

gio;” congregation at the 

service and David and Dan 

Joy on the piano play “Joy 

Photos by Pat Hope 

See more photos on Page 13 
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Directors  

Beverly Bauman  

Candy Yugo  

  

Narrators  

Daniel Joy  

David Joy  

Andy Moehl  

  

Mother  

Jessica Moehl  

12 Symbols of Christmas  

Performed by Grace Youth at Christmas Eve Family 

Service 

  

Children  

Gabriel Weber  

Evan Weber  

Brianna Weber  

Kennedy Weber  

Shenodoah Weber  

Lana Haese  

 

 

Photos by Stan Long 
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ESOL and OLSE Clas-
ses Enrich Lives 
Our language classes are continuing 
and drawing students to them.  
 
Spanish class will resume on Thurs-
day, January 11 and meets from 6 to 
7 pm in Rm 101, taught by Jeniffer 
Navarro. The Korean class will re-
sume, taught by Aileen Okada, but 
now on Tuesday evenings from 5:30 
to 7 pm starting January 16 and con-
tinue on the 1st, 3rd and 5th Tues-
days in Room 101. Our Chinese class 
will resume on Friday, January 12 and 
meets from 9:30 to 11 a.m. in Rm 
101, led by Lotus Wang. The Russian 
class will resume in the New Year, a 
date is yet to be set.  
 
Here's your chance to gain interna-
tional friendships and to better under-
stand other cultures. Please let your 
friends know of these free classes 
that are open to all in the community 
without charge.  
 
And please let the church office if you 
or someone you know is interested in 
an Arabic class. We have one taker 
so far but need more interest in order 
to proceed with this 

Thank You . . . .  

Little Free Library is “official” 
Grace’s Little Free Library is now one of 60,000 plus Little Libraries in more 
than 80 countries. We are “official” with our own Charter # (61941) and we 
are included on the World Map. Check it out at LittleFreeLibrary.org. Little 
Free Library is a nonprofit organization that inspires a love of reading, 
builds community, and sparks creativity by fostering neighborhood book 
exchanges around the world. 
 
Through Little Free Libraries, millions of books are exchanged each year, 
profoundly increasing access to books for readers of all ages and back-
grounds. 
 
Why Does Book Access Matter? One of the most successful ways to im-
prove the reading achievement of children is to increase their access to 
books, especially at home (McGill-Franzen & Allington, 2009). But accord-
ing to the U.S. Department of Education, up to 61% of low-income families 
do not have any books for their kids at home. 
 
For more info, see committee members Margaret Cumberland, Carol Don-
ath, Barbara Storaasli, or Pat Hope. If you can help, please let one of us 
know. We invite you to check it out and bring it to people’s attention when-
ever you have the chance. We are in need of donated children’s books, 
especially children’s picture books. Place in marked baskets. Thanks! 
 

High Winds knocked down our 
manger scene and JOY sign during 
the storms the week before Christ-
mas. Rick Rawl (pictured above) 
and helpers Randy and Ryan, 
worked to get them back in place. 
 
Photo by Pat Hope 

Dear Members and Friends of Grace,  
A note of thanks for the lovely “last day” at Grace. 
So many beautiful and special cards, gifts and kind words of fare-
well. A special thanks to all of you for the cut-wood cross that 
Neal created. I will cherish it forever. Prayers and blessings for 
the New Year and a new ministry with Pastor Boudon. 

With His + Love, 
Pastor Norma 

 
__________________ 

 
Thank you Grace for the shawls, throw, many cards, and altar 
flowers. We are almost well again.  

Chuck Frew 
________________________ 

 
Dear Pastors Larry and Norma and Members of Grace, 
Thank you for the cards and prayers during our illnesses and 
Dick’s death. It helped sustain me through some difficult months. 
I cherish the friendship of those members I worshipped with for a 
number of years. . .  

Donna Hoglund 
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Brener Moua brought the neigh-

borhood bags, prepared by the 

extended Moua family, contain-

ing English and Spanish invita-

tions to Christmas services. 

Christmas Caroling to 

Area Nursing Homes and  

Homebound 

Photos by Stan Long 
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One of the ESOL classes is 

taught by Dorothy DeVan, 

pictured top left. These clas-

ses open our church to our 

community and say “All are 

welcome here!” Above, stu-

dents Harry from China, and 

Jennie from S. Korea; at 

right  Wendy of Hondu-

ras; and, below, Raquel 

and son Ean from Mex-

ico, Oiuping Wang 

(Lotus) and Hui Du and 

her son of Shanghai. 

 

 

Photos by Pat Hope 

What Makes Grace Great? 
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Photos by Pastor Norma Johnson 

Four BEAUTIFUL NEEDLEPOINT KNEELERS were blessed on Sunday December 24 at the tradi-

tional service. Ida Hagaman, above, says the idea for doing the kneelers came after she visited a 

Knoxville church with her friend Delores Pullun about 10 years ago. “They had beautiful needlepoint 

kneelers and I thought why can’t we do that?” Ida recalls that “Mary Ann Damos and her mother de-

signed them and six or eight people signed up to help.” 

Mary Ann Damos says, “The idea that I had was to have a communion symbol, a cross, and a bap-

tism symbol on the front and back middle kneelers. The plan for the left and right sides was to have 

symbols of the church year. I came up with the overall plan. My mom, Doris Johnson, designed the 

grapes while I designed the other two symbols. My mom also transferred some of the designs, us-

ing watercolors, onto the needlepoint canvas for the needle workers to follow.” 

Ida admits this is the most ambitious project she has undertaken in 40-plus years of doing needle-

point. If you haven’t seen them up close, check them out! Also, please contact Ida if you would like 

to help with this project. 

New  

Needle-

point 

Kneelers 

In Place 
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As long as we live there is never enough singing. 
Martin Luther 

 

He has been singing since he was a high school 

freshman. She prefers the quieter pastimes like sew-

ing and reading. They are a good example of the idi-

om that ‘opposites attract.’ When Ken and Jenny Al-

tes met, he was Catholic, and she was Southern Bap-

tist. When they retired and moved to Anderson Coun-

ty, they tried a Catholic parish and a Baptist church, 

but it wasn’t until they came to Grace, that they found 

G RACE’S FACES 
  

Ken and Jenny 

ALTES 

By Pat Hope 

their church home. “It was much more personable,” 

says Jenny, with Ken nodding his head in agree-

ment.  

They arrived at Grace in the fall of 2015. She had 

been a registered nurse in oncology for 31 years, 

and he had taught in Chicago’s Marie Curie High 

School for 33 years. He taught Spanish all those 

years except the last eight when he served as a 

counselor. Ken taught Driver’s Ed and ESL, as 

well. 

Ken is justly proud of his teaching career. “One of 

my former students, who was in my Spanish class 

for two years,” he says, “returned to Curie while 

she was studying at the University of Illinois—

Chicago. She said that the classes at Curie helped 

her greatly with her Spanish classes at the univer-

sity level. Three of my former students returned to 

Curie as teachers. One was a special-needs teach-

er, the second was a social studies teacher, and 

the other is a Spanish teacher. The first two have 

since become counselors.” 

Ken says, “Any student can learn if they attend 

class regularly, pay attention to what is being pre-

sented, do homework and study daily. As a teach-

er, I always had an optimistic attitude that students 

could learn.”    

Ken says he always wanted to be a Spanish teach-

er and he and Jenny had a chance to visit Spain in 

1989. “Since we arrived in Madrid on Sunday, we 

went to a bullfight at 5 in the afternoon. Jenny did 

not much care for the bullfight, but I thought since it 

has been part of Spanish culture for many years, 

why not see it?  After the bullfight, we went to din-

ner (aka supper) at about 8 in the evening. The 

restaurant was practically empty. By the time we 

J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 8  P A G E  1 8  

See Altes, Page 19 

P
h

o
to

 b
y

  P
a

t 
H

o
p

e
 



J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 8  P A G E  1 9  

left, 

around 10, the restaurant was full. Seems it’s quite 

customary to have supper at a later time in Spain. 

From Madrid, we went to Toledo, the city of El 

Greco (the Spanish Renaissance artist Doménikos 

Theotokópoulos.) The next day, we went to El Valle 

de los Caidos (the Valley of the Fallen), which is 

where approximately 70,000 of those who died dur-

ing the La Guerra Civil (the Spanish Civil War) are 

buried. We then traveled through La Mancha, the 

part of Spain known as the land of Don Quijote 

(see sidebar). While in Sevilla, we enjoyed a per-

formance of the flamenco and ended our tour on 

the Costa del Sol.” 

So, how did their life journey lead them to Grace? 

Ken says in their early marriage he would attend 

an 8:30 service with Jenny and the kids where 

the kids took part in a choir and then attend an 

11:15 mass at his church. “I did this for 12 years,” 

he says. 

Ken and Jenny moved here from Oak Lawn, Illi-

nois near Chicago. They chose Oak Ridge be-

cause Jenny’s sister lives in Clinton. They also 

hated the long cold winters of the north and the 

crowds. They have one son and twin daughters. 

Their son Paul came to Oak Ridge last May and 

now works for Food City. One daughter Susan 

Altes, continued from Page 18 

See Altes, Page 20 

The Altes Family at Christmas in the late 1990s. From left, Paul, 

Stacey and husband Don, Jenny and Ken, Susan and husband 

Ed. 

According to the Wikipedia, Don Quijote ful-

ly titled The Ingenious Nobleman Sir Quix-

ote of La Mancha is a Spanish novel by Mi-

guel de Cervantes Saavedra. Published in 

two volumes, in 1605 and 1615, Don Quixote 

is considered the most influential work of liter-

ature from the Spanish Golden Age and the 

entire Spanish literary canon. As a founding 

work of modern Western literature and one of 

the earliest canonical novels, it regularly ap-

pears high on lists of the greatest works of 

fiction ever published, such as the Bokklub-

ben World Library collection that cites Don 

Quixote as the authors' choice for the "best 

literary work ever written." 

 
 

moved here a year after they did and she is a medical 

assistant with a kidney specialist. Their other daughter 

Stacy is a supervisor of certified nursing assistants at a 

nursing home.  

Jenny is a graduate of Lewis University with a Bache-

lors in Nursing. Ken graduated from Christian Brothers 

University in Memphis (1966) with a Bachelor’s in Phi-

losophy – Theology. He also holds a Master’s from Chi-

cago State University in school guidance (counseling). 

Ken still enjoys learning. These days he loves taking 

classes through Oak Ridge Institute for Continued 

Learning (ORICL) like Shakespeare, philosophy, reli-

gion, and music classes. 

In Chicago, Ken volunteered for a homeless program 

called PADS (Public Action to Deliver Shelter) where 

50-70 people would stay over the weekend, including 

Saturday supper and Sunday breakfast and get lunch 

to go. He said his job was “to crack 120 eggs” and “to  

help put away the cots everyone slept on.” 

In addition to Spain, the couple has visited England, 

Ireland, and Scotland. “While in London, we went to 

Harrod’s, an unbelievably large department store,” Jen-

ny noted. “The tour of Ireland included going through 

twenty of Ireland’s counties and in Scotland, we 

stopped at a local pub where we enjoyed a hamburger 

lunch made of venison.”   

Ken adds, “During a spring break from school, we went 
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Altes, continued from Page 19 

to Munich, Germany, and Salzburg and Vienna, 

Austria. Phone books were still available when we 

were in Munich, and we noticed that there were 

two and a half pages of people with our last 

name!”  

They have been on many cruises, too, but say the 

two most impressive ones were to Alaska and 

through the Mediterranean.  

Ken and Jenny attend our Contemporary service 

where Ken sings in New Creation. He is active in 

the Men’s Group and Pet Fest, enjoys Monday 

morning Bible Study, and helps with counting the 

offerings. Jenny has become involved in the 

cooking and serving of meals at Grace. Although 

she would like to take part in other things like Blan-

ket Workshop, she can no longer stand for long pe-

riods of time. She enjoys visits from grandchildren 

and reading. She spent many years making quilts. 

Ken bowls three times per week, runs 3-4 miles per 

day five times a week and lifts weights. (Ken, Stan 

Long, and I bowl in the same league in Oak Ridge.) 

Ken ran in five Chicago marathons in the late 70s 

and early 80s.  

Jenny has signed up to help with meals for Grace’s 

upcoming ALPHA sessions. 

Ken and Jenny have been married 49 plus years 

and look forward to celebrating their 50th in Sep-

tember. 

 

Grace Writers’ News 

Pat Hope and Annie Long both have poems coming out next year in the Artemis Journal. Annie’s poem is about Harriet Tubman and 

Pat’s is “Scent of Sadness.” Fellow poets and Poetry Pie participants John C. Mannone and Sharon Mishler Fox 

will also have poems in the May issue. 

Pat had a poem published in the November issue of the online magazine Liquid Imagination. Go to: https://

liquidimagination.silverpen.org/article/prehistoric-strigiformes-pat-hope/  to hear Pat read her poem “Prehistoric 

Strigiformes.”  Annie’s poem “Keeping Room” was published in their August issue. Click here to hear her read: 

https://liquidimagination.silverpen.org/?s=ann+long 

Pat published a novel at the end of 2017, Lonely Way Back Home, which is available on Amazon or from Pat. 

Bowling, one of 

Ken’s  ways to 

stay active. 

 

 

Photos by  

Pat Hope 
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JANUARY Happenings 

Thank you to everyone who participated in 
the Angel Tree program this year! We 
brightened the holidays for 63 children in 26 
families. Thank you for sharing God's love. 
Thank you, too to those who brought items 
for seniors in nursing homes.  
 
Name Tag Sundays: You’ll find name tags at 
each service. Please wear one to help our 
newer participants and all of us to get to know 
each other's names better. And to help Pastor 
Boudon get acquainted, please wear a name 
tag each Sunday starting January 7 through 
that month and possibly a bit longer. Your 
help will be much appreciated!  
 
ALPHA starts January 14: See Page 22 for 
complete information. 
 

Save the date: January 28 will be 
our semi-annual congregational 
meeting, after the late service.  
 
Children and Youth Sunday School: All 
classes meet at 10 a.m. The children meet in 
Jacob’s Ladder (the room beside the nurse-
ry). Youth meet upstairs in the youth room (at 
the top of the stairs to the right).  
 
The Adult Sunday School Class will learn 
about the history of Palestine and living in 
Palestine today with Sylvia Countess for the 
first three Sundays in January. All are wel-
come to attend this class, which meets in 
Room 101 at 10:10 a.m.  
 
Slade Trammell will give his quarterly free 
piano recital January 14, at 3:00 p.m., at Im- 
maculate Conception Church in downtown 
Knoxville (414 W. Vine). The program in-
cludes works by Chopin, ColeridgeTaylor, 
and Wild.  
 
Thursday Evening Bible Study Invites 
You! We are using Ray Vander Laan's video 
series Faith Lessons: In the Dust of the Rab-
bi. This video series presents the events and 
characters of the Bible in their original setting 
to better understand the cultural context of 
the Scriptures. The group meets on Thurs-

days, in Room 101 at 7 p.m. Each video stands 
alone, so feel free to join as you can!   
 
Prayer meeting is held on the third Tuesday of 
each month. The informal format includes scrip-
ture, time for meditation, music, and corporate 
and individual prayer opportunities. The next 
meeting is Tuesday, January 16, at 7 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary. All are welcome — bring a friend! 
 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry has weekly work-
ing meetings on Wednesdays at 4 p.m., in the 
narthex. Everyone interested in crafting a prayer 
shawl in the company of others is invited. Any-
one who wants to learn how to knit or crochet is 
also invited. There is plenty of yarn to use, but 
you will need to bring knitting needles or a cro-
chet hook of the appropriate size. Please con-
tact Dore Busch (483-5973) or Barbara Sparks 
(777-4696) if you would like more information.  
 
New Prayer Chain Coordinators: If you have 
a prayer chain request or would like to be added 
to the list of those who provide prayer, please 
email or text Sylvia Countess (865-441-6890, 
sscountess@aol.com) or Donna Gurecki (865-
599-1238, dlgurecki60@gmail.com). 
 
Offering envelopes are available in the Nar-
thex. Please pick yours up so we don’t have to 
mail them.  
 
Many thanks to all who have turned in their 
pledges and time and talent surveys. If you 
haven’t done so, please do ASAP! 
 
Flower Calendar for 2018: You may sign up to 
give altar flowers in honor or in memory of a 
loved one or to celebrate a special event in the 
coming year. The 2018 flower calendar is post-
ed in the hallway above the mail folders. Your 
donation of $25 will provide flowers for both the 
traditional and contemporary services.  
 
A Joyful Noise: First Harmony (for age 6 and 
up) rehearses from 3-4 p.m., Wednesdays. 
Ringspiration handbell choir rehearses at 5:45 
p.m. weekly; Chancel Choir at 7 p.m. All are 
welcome!   
 
Spanish class will not meet January 4. 



Alpha Program Starting January 14  
We have a seat reserved for you if you want to find a 
way to carry out the Great Commission and  reach 
out to unchurched/formerly churched people more 
effectively, as well as carrying out our mission state-
ment to "Love Jesus and help others love Him too." 
 
You are invited to get involved in something that 
could make a real difference in your life and the lives 
of others not yet following Jesus. An Alpha program 
will start on Sunday evening, January 14, for our 
team and other interested Grace participants, espe-
cially newer ones. It will run through Sunday, March 
25. In later cycles, we will also involve unchurched 

folks or others not currently involved who are curious about the Christian faith or a grace-centered approach to 
faith. Alpha is something we anticipate doing twice a year in an ongoing way, fall and winter. 
 
The first set of about 10 weekly sessions will be held on Sundays at Grace over good food followed by a video 
as a conversation starter and small-group discussion. (No, we won’t meet on Super Bowl Sunday!)  Most ses-
sions will be from 6:15 to 8:30 p.m., but on Sunday March 4, we will have an afternoon-long retreat. Child care 
will be available at no charge. 
 
Proclaiming's initial interest in Alpha was to find a way to carry out the Great Commission and address one of 
Grace's main goals in our Vision Plan to reach out to unchurched/formerly churched people more effectively, as 
that has been an emphasis in each of our long-range plans over a number of years.  
 
We have discovered that, done right, Alpha can contribute to renewal of the congregation in a variety of ways. 
This has been seen in many congregations across the country and around the world in the 30+ years of Alpha.  
 
Alpha can also serve as a way to integrate new folks and give those new to the faith or to the Lutheran grace-
based theology a grounding in such. Proclaiming has been looking for ways to do both as we’ve had no system-
atic way of doing either. 
 
Especially in recent years, Grace members have been asking for help in how to speak to others about their faith 
and feeling more comfortable about inviting others to worship or church activities. Alpha can help participants 
be more comfortable in both regards. We are excited to be able to offer this help now! 
 
Your prayers are needed to undergird this new undertaking both now and in an ongoing way. Please pray for 
guidance for the planning group and that Grace folks will continue to step up, both as members of the team and 
as participants. We thank all who have committed to be involved so far.  
 
To get more information, you can query Josh Williamson or Judy Goans, both of whom have experienced Al-
pha, or Paul Gurecki who will be a table host. Or go online to alphausa.org. And if you’d like to attend, please 
let the above folks or any member of Proclaiming know: Gayla Cutler, Christy Gipson, Pat Hope, Nancy Munro, 
or Stan Long. January 7 is when we need to hear from you so meals can be planned. 

By faith alone, by faith alone, 
Lord, I’ll go back by faith alone 

Luther married dear young Kat 
She graced him with six lively tots 
You can hear them sing and holler a hundred miles. 
 
If you miss the church I'm in 
You will know that I’m Lutheran 

You can feel the theses ring five hundred years 

Five hundred years, five hundred years, 
Five hundred years, five hundred years 
You can feel the theses ring five hundred years 
You can feel the theses ring five hundred years 
You can feel the theses ring five hundred years 

 
 

Reformation Tribute, Continued from Page 6 
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http://alphausa.org/


There were 19 rescue groups that participated in 

our Pet Fest & Blessing XVI on October 7th. They 

will each receive a check of $269.71.  

The mailing of the checks to the rescue groups is 

the final part of the Pet Fest & Blessing event. The 

entire proceeds are divided equally. 

Katherine Smith, speaking on behalf of the Pet Fest 

Committee, said, “Basically, I think we are all 

grateful for all the hard work that goes into this 

event every year. We appreciate those who bake for the bake sale and 

work the bake sale, donate items to the rummage sale and work the rum-

mage sale, donate to the silent auction and purchase from the silent auc-

tion, work on publicity, getting donations, contacting groups, working the 

day of the event, donate to the event, adopt or foster an animal, or what-

ever else anyone may do to enhance this special, wonderful day for ani-

mals and those who love them. 

“It takes a village, and Grace supplies many people who make up that vil-

lage. Others in the community love our Pet Fest & Blessing events and 

contribute toward making them successful, too. In addition to the rescue 

groups, we have representatives and/or donations from various pet ser-

vices, businesses, vets, etc. This is such a heart-warming day, and I'm so 

glad Grace sponsors it!” 

Pet Fest XVI:  $5,124.49 divided by 19 Groups 

Updated Constitution Available 
The updated Constitution is printed and available in the church office. You will know that it is the updated issue by 
the last line (line 4) on the cover page at the bottom of the page. There it is dated “…. December 18, 2017 ….” You 
may pick up an updated copy. The update can be found on p. 28— Internationals Ministries Task Force description. 

Our January fellowship dinner will be January 24 at 

6:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall. Nurturing will provide 

the meal. A donation is requested.  
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January Love Offering: 

Knoxville Veterans Mental Health Council 



131 West Gettysburg Avenue 

Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37830 

  

Phone: 865-483-3787 

E-mail: graceortn@comcast.net 

Website: www.graceoakridge.org 

New Year, Continued from Page 1 

Grace Lutheran Church 

Want to win a gift card? Find 
the thermometer, 
Find three of the thermometers, like the one 
shown here, hidden in this issue. Be sure you 
check carefully. Please send the page numbers 
where you find them to Pat Hope 
(thetwohopes@aol.com) by January 31. Only 
email or text messages (865-310-0722) accept-
ed. Prize to be awarded in early Feb. If you 
read every story in The Light, you’ll see them. 
The one pictured here doesn’t count, and 
remember the cover page is Page 1. 

 Thanks. 
Pat Hope-Editor 

 
Congratulations to past winners: 
Lorraine Huynh– July Bibles 
Audrey Elam – August Fishes 
Katherine Smith – September Lilies 
Carol Donath — October Lambs 
Crista Duncan – November Doves 
Ruth Smiley – December Chrismons 
Nancy Munro – January Snowflakes 
Sigrid Ludemann – February Heart Balloons 
Vicki Quraishi – March Shamrock Hats 
Susan Gunning – April Eggs 
Claudia Lever – May Lilies 
Alicia Rudat—June silhouette 
Paula Pope–July fireworks 
Linda Long—August Backpacks 
Jenny Altes – Sept. Wreaths 
Anne Douglas–Oct. Spider web 
Vicki Quraishi – November Turkeys 

 

November: One of Grace’s most active and longest-
running ministries—Blanket Workshop—turns 46. 

Holiday Basket Ministry gives out 216 boxes of food 
for Thanksgiving. 

December: Congregation votes to call Rev. Dr. H. 
Lawrence Boudon (Pastor Larry). 

As we enter our 72nd year of service to the Oak 
Ridge community, let’s make Grace church the most 
welcoming for all people of all backgrounds and cul-
tures. As Martin Luther said, ““I know not the way 
God leads me, but well do I know my Guide.” 

NOTE: See Pages 4-5 for the story about the 
wooden cross shown on Page 1 behind the Pas-
tor names. Asterisk denotes interim pastors. 

CONDOLENCES CORNER 

Our condolences to the families of those who 

have passed on to life eternal: 

December 
Martha Sims 12/18 

 
 


